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Scammers are becoming more sophisticated, and real estate transactions can be an especially tempting target.
From wire fraud and fake emails to deed and identity scams, a few simple precautions can help protect you and

v
@ @ your hard-earned money. This month, I'm sharing some important scam alerts and tips to help you stay informed,

cautious, and protected.

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT WIRE FRAUD

Recently, and for the first time in my real estate career, one
of my clients was targeted and nearly became a victim.
With closing just days away, my client received wiring
instructions and emails from addresses that looked almost
identical to mine, the title company’s, and my assistant.
Phone numbers had been altered, and fraudulent
instructions were sent—all in an attempt to redirect
$345,000 in buyer funds. Thankfully we had already
discussed wire fraud. We had also discussed proceeds
and had a “plan” in place with the title company so when
my client was notified of a change in that plan, she
knew something wasn’t right and notified us
immediately!

According to a 2025 Fraud Report issued
by the FBI, Arizona ranked 6" in the nation
with more than $631 miillion in losses
relating to cybercrime including mortgage
and real estate fraud

PROTECT YOURSELF

— AT ALLTIMES ——

TRUST ANY EMAIL(S)
CONTAINING WIRE INSTRUCTIONS

If you receive an email containing wire transfer instructions, immediately
call your escrow officer to ensure the validity of the instructions.

ICTS7E:Y TRUST EMAILS SEEKING
PERSONAL/FINANCIAL INFORMATION

If you receive an email requesting personal/financial information or asking you
to download, click on a link, send, and/or do anything that may seem unusual
to you, call your escrow officer immediately prior to acting on the suspicious
email to verify the validity of the email.

YOUR SOURCE OF INFORMATION

Mever direct, accept or allow anyone in the transaction to consent to receiving
transfer instructions without a direct personal telephone call to the individual
allegedly providing the instructions.

Do not send funds under any circumstances until you have
personally verified the instructions by calling a phone number
you obtained directly from the individual or a trusted source.

Never use a number provided in the email or included with the wiring
instructions—this is a common tactic used in wire fraud.

DEED FRAUD IN ARIZONA - DON’T BE A VICTIM!

Imagine discovering that someone has fraudulently transferred ownership of your home—or taken out a loan against your property—

without your knowledge. It sounds unbelievable, but deed fraud is real, and Arizona homeowners need to be aware. Fraudsters are
becoming increasingly creative in impersonating property owners and filing fraudulent documents. The good news? There are steps
you can take to monitor your property and help protect yourself.

PROGRAM #1

The Arizona Department of Real Estate rolled out a new
program to combat deed fraud. The system, called the
Early Real Estate Sales Alert System, or ERAS, alerts
property owners BEFORE a real estate transaction
involving their property is finalized and recorded. Visit
the ERAS website at -- https://earlyalert.azre.gov/ -- to
register. You can register using your name, property
address, OR parcel number. Arizona is urging people with
elderly family members to sign up for alerts on those
properties as well. The registration process is simple and
takes just a few moments.

PROGRAM #2

The Maricopa County Assessor rolled out the Maricopa Title
Alert program which monitors and alerts subscribers WHEN
documents are recorded with the Maricopa County
Recorder’s Office under an individual and/or business' name.
This service applies only to documents recorded AFTER sign up.
Visit the Assessors website at
https://recorder.maricopa.gov/recording/title-alert.html -- to
register. There is no limit to how many names a subscriber can
monitor under their account. Users may unsubscribe or make
updates to this service at any time, but subscribers must maintain
a current email and/or phone number to ensure accurate
notification.



ARIZONA SENIORS: SPOT THE SCAM! PROTECT YOURSELF
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3. PREDATORY PROPERTY HOW TO VERIFY THE CALLER
& AFFINITY SCAMS €  NEVER GIVE PERSONAL INFO: Do not give

¥ —=~ bank details and social security numbers.

N HANG UP & CALL BACK: Use a known,
trusted phone number from a bill or website.

CREATE A FAMILY SAFE WORD: Establish a
secret code word with dy ty confirm emergencies.

IF YOU SUSPECT FRAUD, REPORT IT!

Target distressed homeowners or
reverse mortgages. Use shared

shrust to promote bad investments §
and quick sales.

AGO CONSUMER COMPLAINT: (602) 542-5763 | AZAG.GOV/COMPLAINTS | TASA HELPLINE: (844) 894-4735

CONSUMER FRAUD RESOURCES File a Complaint Against a Business
602-264-1721, bbb.org/us/az
Local Law Enforcement info@bbbcommunity.org

Call 911 or non-emergency number If the Victim is a Vulnerable Adult

Arizona Attorney General’s Office Adult Protective Services
602-542-5763 or 520-628-6648 877-SOS-ADULT (877-767-2385
www.azag.gov/complaints des.az.gov/APS

consumerinfo@azag.gov

AZ Attorney General’s Elder Affairs Unit
602-542-2124 or 844-894-2385
SeniorAbuse@azag.gov

Federal Trade Commission
877-FTC-HELP (382-4357)

IDENTITY THEFT - WHAT TO DO RIGHT AWAY:

e Call the company where the fraud occurred e Contact all 3 credit bureaus to place fraud
e File areport with local law enforcement alerts/credit freezes and get your credit
e File areport with the FTC: 877-FTC-HELP (382- reports:

4357) Identitytheft.gov o Equifax: 866-349-5191

o Transunion: 800-916-8800
o Experian: 888-397-3742
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If Your House Can't Chill, Your Insulation May Need a Refill!

SRC) Has the cost of your summertime electric hill ever made you cringe?
Lo Are there areas of your home that are always hot and uncomfortahle?
Are you constantly having to dust your home only to have a new layer appear the very next day?

Thermo S Insulation Of Tempe specializes in accurate diagnosis and correction of the root causes of these issues.
With an honest, consultative approach, they provide homeowners with actionable information and good options, so
that they can make a wise decision to maximize the comfort and efficiency of their home. As an SRP preferred

contractor, many of their projects will qualify for instant energy rebates to help offset the cost of improvements.

Contact them today to schedule your free in-home consultation
and take the first step toward a more comfortable, energy-

efficient home.

A State of Wonder
Thu - Sun «Oct1- Nov1

THERMO Phone:
O" INSULATION 480-923-2366

ROC #365734 - Licensed, Bonded & Insured

The Arizona State Fair 2026 returns to the Arizona State Fairgrounds in
Phoenix from October 1 through November 1. Visit the Fair Thursdays
through Sundays for rides, concerts, Fair food, agriculture, exhibits, and
unforgettable moments under the lights.

Visit www.AzStateFair.com for all of your Fair information!
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& Pumpkin Patches

Pumpkin & Chili Party

Schnepf’s Farm

24810 S Rittenhouse Rd, Queen Creek
Thursdays - Sundays During October
Hours Vary

www.Schnepffarms.com

Exciting rides, dazzling entertainment, delicious
seasonal treats, glowing pumpkins, unforgettable
photo opportunities, and family adventures around
every corner.

Fall Festival

Vertuccio Farms

4011 S Power Rd, Mesa

Wednesday’s - Sundays October 2 -31
Hours Vary
www.VertuccioFarms.com

Corn maze, pumpkins, rides, food, vendors & more!

Fall Festival

Mother Nature’s Farm

1663 E Baseline Rd, Gilbert

9am - 9pm daily September 26" - November 1st
www.MotherNaturesFarm.com

From pumpkin picking to hayrides, and all the outdoor
adventures in between, Mother Nature’s Farm brings
the fall festivities to life!

Pumpkin Patch

MacDonald’s Ranch

26540 N Scottsdale Rd, Scottsdale
October 3™ - 31%

Closed Tuesdays - Hours Vary
www.MacDonaldsRanch.com

Petting zoo, hay bale maze, pedal car track, lawn
games, carnival games, pumpkins patch & more!
Pumpkin Days

Tolmachoff Farms

5726 N 75th Ave, Glendale

Wednesday’s - Sundays October 1°" - 31*

Hours Vary

www.tolmachoff-farms.com

Explore the gigantic pumpkin patch and navigate
through an interactive five-acre corn maze. As night
falls, brave the haunted corn maze for a spine-chilling
adventure.

Pumpkinfest & Corn Maze

Mortimer Farms

12907 E. State Route 169, Dewey

September 25" - October 31st

Hours Vary

www.MortimerFarmsAZ.com

A seasonal favorite with pumpkins, corn mazes, and
more fall fun.
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PHOENIX METRO

RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE

Annual Changes from September 9, 2025 to September 9, 2026

AC‘I'I\.'E LISTI NGS: LIS‘IINGS UHI]ER MONTHLY MEDIAN

SALES PRICE

24,103 7,250 3449,000
f+1.6% §-a.9% £ +0.9%

CLOSED
SALES

For Buyers:

The best description for the housing market vibe this month is
disappointment. Average mortgage rates are front and center again, and
not in a good way. After hovering around 6.75% for most of August,
conventional rates shot up to 7.24% in less than 2 weeks in anticipation of
the Federal Reserve raising the Fed Funds Rate. That is nearly a half
percent increase, equating to roughly a 5% increase in a principal and
interest payment. On a $3,000 monthly payment, it's an extra $150, which
isn't enough to disqualify most active buyers but the “shock and awe” has
stalled demand back to 2023 and 2024 levels.

Home values didn’t crash in 2023 or 2024 when rates were routinely over
7.25%, and market indicators do not support a crash in 2026. However,

LAST 30 DAYS they may glide with less demand. Ironically, it's not the rate itself that has

caused such a sharp pause in buyer activity, because more homes sold in
previous years with the same or higher rates. It's the volatility of the rate.
Buyers typically pause when the rate is actively rising or actively falling,
waiting for it to find stability. This pause provides a window of opportunity
for those buyers who can shoulder a higher payment temporarily and
negotiate a better deal on the price or terms of their purchase. When rates
decline again, they may refinance their home and enjoy a lower payment.

MEDIAN DAYS ON MARKET  CROMFORD® MARKET INDEX
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45 Days Mlid Buyers Market

At least half of listings waited this many days Buyer =90 | Balanced 90-110 | Seller= 110
or more for an accepted contract.

Those who purchased in 2023 at 8% in October were able to refinance at
6.6% by December, or 6.1% by September 2024. Rates increased to
7.25% by January 2025, and those buyers were able to refinance to 6.1%
by September. As a rule of thumb, every 1% change in mortgage rate
equates to roughly a 10% difference on the principal and interest

Encompagsing the Arizona Regional MLS ares, which includes Maricopa County, Pinal
Courty and a small part of Yavapai County

Median Sales Price and Estimated Monthly Payment by City & ZIP Code

Meanwhile, incentives remain primarily focused on seller-paid closing
costs and rate buydowns that effectively drop a buyer’s principal and
interest payment temporarily by 10-20% for a year or two. In August,
59% of all MLS sales involved some form of seller-paid incentive of this
nature, with a median cost to the seller at just over $10,000. The top
price range for incentives is $350,000-$400,000 at 71% of sales.

The 4th quarter is seasonally the best time to be a home buyer in
Greater Phoenix anyway, so expect new construction incentives to ramp
up as well. Buyers who can shoulder the higher rate can negotiate better
terms on the home they want today, and get the payment they want
when rates decline in the future.
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For Sellers:

Higher mortgage rates are nothing new for the housing market, and the tools used to sell homes over the last 3 years are still effective today.
However, sellers should be prepared for longer marketing times as the calendar approaches the holidays. It's not uncommon to see a median of 50-
60 days on market prior to an accepted contract in the 4th quarter. October is a very popular month for new listings, especially in luxury and
retirement communities as the temperatures drop, but it doesn’t always coincide with a boost in demand.

With this in mind, long-term tracking tells us consistently that properties that go under contract within 15 days of listing typically get 99% of their
original asking price on average. Listings with 1-2 months on market average 95% of their original asking price, and those with 3-4 months on market
average 90%. Buyers have consistently negotiated around 97-97.5% of the last list price for nearly 2 years, so the closer sellers can get to where the
buyers believe the price should be, the faster they will get a contract close to asking price.

August closings were down 6.3%, the first time all year that monthly sales did not outperform 2025. However, the luxury market over $1.5M continues
to be strong with August sales up 15% over last year. More specifically, sales over $3M were up 59% in August with 62 closings compared to 39 last
year. Luxury buyers do not rely on mortgage rates; instead, they are influenced primarily by stock market performance and corporate profits.
Corporate profits hit another record in Q1 this year and the stock market has remained resilient through the year.
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