DEED FRAUD

HOW TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY

S

Imagine discovering that someone has fraudulently transferred ownership of your home—or taken
out a loan against your property—without your knowledge. It sounds unbelievable, but deed fraud is
real, and Arizona homeowners need to be aware. Fraudsters are becoming increasingly creative in
impersonating property owners and filing fraudulent documents. The good news? There are steps
you can take to monitor your property and help protect yourself.

FACT: Since 2024, the Arizona Attorney General’s Office has received nearly 400 complaints about
real estate fraud, resulting in about 40 active criminal investigations. A large number of those
involve deed fraud. Scammers usually target vacant homes, vacation properties, or homes
belonging to elderly or deceased owners.

FACT: Deed fraud happens when someone illegally transfers a property title into their name using
forged documents or other fraudulent means.

THERE ARE TWO WAYS TO PROTECT YOURSELF & YOUR PROPERTY:

PROGRAM #1 - The Arizona Department of Real Estate rolled out a new program to combat deed
fraud. The system, called the Early Real Estate Sales Alert System, or ERAS, alerts property owners
BEFORE a real estate transaction involving their property is finalized and recorded.

o Visit the ERAS website at -- https://earlyalert.azre.gov/ -- to register. You can register for ERAS
using your name, property address, OR parcel number - let me know if you need any assistance
in this regard. Arizona is urging people with elderly family members to sign up for alerts on
those properties as well. The registration process is simple and takes just a few moments.

PROGRAM #2 - The Maricopa County Assessor rolled out the Maricopa Title Alert program which
monitors and alerts subscribers when documents are recorded with the Maricopa County
Recorder’s Office under an individual and/or business' name. This service applies only to
documents recorded after sign up.

¢ Visit the Assessors website at -- https://recorder.maricopa.gov/recording/title-alert.html -- to
register. There is no limit to how many names a subscriber can monitor under their account.
Users may unsubscribe or make updates to this service at any time, but subscribers must
maintain a current email and/or phone number to ensure accurate notification.
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DO YOU OWN PROPERTY IN ANOTHER ARIZONA COUNTY?

| have provided a helpful list of links below.

Apache County:
https://www.apachecountyaz.gov/recorder
Select “REGISTER FOR FRAUD NOTIFY”

Cochise County:
https://www.cochise.az.gov/498/Recorder
Select: “Recording Notification, Sign up for
Recording Notification Service”

Coconino County:
https://www.coconino.az.gov/319/Recorder
Select: “Recording Notification Alerts”

Gila County:
https://www.gilacountyaz.gov/government/

recorder/
Select: “Sign Up for Fraud Notify”

Graham County:
https://www.graham.az.gov/239/Recorder
Select: “theCountyRecorder.com:
Recording Notification”

Greenlee County:
https://greenlee.az.gov/team/erin-miller/
Scroll to the bottom of the page and
complete the “Contact Me” form to sigh up
for free notifications

La Paz County:
https://www.lapaz.gov/213/Recorder
Select: “Recording Notification Service
click here”

f DAWNMOES]

REALTOR®, LOCALITY REAL ESTATE

dawnopensdoors.com dawnmatesi@aol.com
480.236.8869

Maricopa County:
https://recorder.maricopa.gov/recording/
title-alert.html

This is a direct sign up link

Mohave County:
https://www.mohave.gov/departments/
recorder/

Select: “Recording” then select, “Recorded
Document Alert”

Navajo County:
https://www.navajocountyaz.gov/299/
Recorder

Select: “Recording Information” then
select, “Register For Title Alert”

Pima County:
https://www.recorder.pima.gov/FraudNotify
This is a direct sign up link

Pinal County:
https://www.pinal.gov/810/Recorder
Select: “Recording Notifications”

Santa Cruz County:
https://www.santacruzcountyaz.gov/287/
Recorder

Select: “Recording Notification Service”

Yavapai County:
https://www.yavapaiaz.gov/Mapping-and-
Properties/Recorders-Office

Select: “Recorded Document Alert”

Yuma County:
https://www.yumacountyaz.gov/
government/recorder

Select: “Click on the flyer below to sigh up
for RECORDING ALERT”
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